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TEQUESTA TRACE 
TIMES 

 THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE THE TRACE!  

TTMS Guidance Counselors – Mr. Jones, Mrs. 
Veronick, and Mrs. Calle 

National Guidance Counselor’s 
Month 

BY AMELIA I. AND ANTHONY G. 

   Tequesta Trace is lucky to have three of the best 
guidance counselors around! Mrs. Veronick (8th 
grade), Mr. Jones (7th grade), and Mrs. Calle (6th 
grade).  
   Each grade level is assigned a specific guidance 
counselor and their job is to help students with things 
like “guiding them through academic and personal 
difficulties,” says Mrs. Calle. 
   A lot of changes happen in middle school and 
middle schoolers have a lot on their plates and when 
kids feel overloaded, they need someone to talk to. 
That’s where the guidance counselors come in and 
help students manage their stress. 
   “I hope we can help kids by giving them a message 
that they can trust us,” says Mrs. Veronick. Students 
need a safe place, somewhere and someone they can 
talk to – that’s the job of a guidance counselor. 
   It’s important to recognize all of the hard work and 
dedication these superheroes we call guidance 
counselors do.  
   Mrs. Veronick can relate to kids, saying “I had 
issues with school when I was a kid, so I want to help 
kids who feel the same way.” It’s crucial for kids to 
know that adults can understand them and can relate 
to them.  
   These three counselors are always there for the kids 
at TTMS. All Cougars have someone to talk to. So, if 
you ever need a safe person to talk to, stop by and see 
your grade level guidance counselor! 

 
TTMS participates in a Feeding Children Everywhere zone initiative where 10,000 meals were 
packaged on February 14th – a day of service, kindness and love.  

Pictured: Ms. Shields, Mrs. Salerno, Mrs. Sikorski, Mrs. Nissen, Mr. Piglia, Mr. Micensky, Mrs. 
Watson, Mr. Gomez, and Mrs. Dillmeier 

Cougars Help Feed the Children @ TTMS 

BY ISABELLA A. AND ELLA P. 

   For schools in Broward County, Valentine’s 
Day will never be the same. A stain has been 
left on that day – we will forever remember 
the tragedy that struck at MSD two years ago. 
   At TTMS, we choose to remember those lost 
by spreading kindness and love to others. All 
across campus, teachers and students came 
together to celebrate kindness. 
   In Mrs. Sikorski’s peer counseling class, 
students around the campus participated in a 
food drive through the program “Feeding 
Children Everywhere.” This was a zone 
initiative and other local schools participated 
as well.  
   “Everyone in our initiative zone did some 
part for the food drive. TTMS packaged and 
elementary schools made cards to go with the 
meals,” says Mrs. Sikorski.  

   Mrs. Sikorski had to raise enough 
money to package 10,000 meals for those 
in need. Peer counseling partnered with 
JHS to sell MSD remembrance bracelets 
to students and teachers to raise funds. 
   In peer counseling, Mrs. Sikorsi teaches 
kids how important kindness is. 
   “Kindness is what I live by as the most 
important thing in my life. I always say to 
my kids that if you want more kindness in 
the world, you have to be the one to put it 
out there,” Mrs. Sikorski stated.  
   On the morning of February 14th, 
students and teachers gathered in the peer 
counseling classroom and began working 
as a team to package the 10,000 meals for 
people around the county who are in 
need. 
   It was an amazing opportunity for 
TTMS students to give back to the 
community. Keep being kind, Cougars. 
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TTMS Volleyball Wins BIG in the District! 
BY ASHLEY C. AND RODRIGO C. 

   That’s a wrap! The volleyball season has 
come to an end and it sure was an amazing 
season for the TTMS boys and girls volleyball 
teams! 
   Both the boys and girls teams made it to the 
state championship that took place at Pompano 
Beach High School on Monday, February 10th. 
The boys and girls faced off against adversaries 
from around the county in the semi-final round 
– both advancing to the finals. 
   Coincidentally, the boys and girls teams both 
faced off against Falcon Cove – a local Weston 
rival. It was a nail biter of a game! Every fan in 
the stand was on the edge of their seat! These 
teams fought so hard to take home the 
championship. It was no easy championship. 

However, both Tequesta teams secured 
the win, bringing both titles home to the 
Cougar’s Den.  
   Not only should we congratulate the 
players for a season well played, but 
much recognition goes out to Coach 
Sikorski. She pushed them towards a 
successful season – undefeated through 
the championship games.  
   Coach Sikorski says, “I love watching 
the players grow and become better 
players, especially the boys. The boys 
start volleyball in middle school, so to 
watch them develop those volleyball 
skills and get good is awesome.” 
   In addition to winning the county 
championship, the girls are reigning 
champs for the third year in a row – a  
true “3peat” for the TTMS books! 
 

   Many of Tequesta’s heavy hitters are 8th graders who are 
getting ready to move onto high school. Will we see them 
on the courts at Western and Cypress? I’m sure we will! 
Good luck next year, boys and girls! Go Cougars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Boys and Girls volleyball teams win BIG at the county championship, 
bringing home the gold – with Mr. and Mrs. Sikorski and Coach 
Schrager. Congrats Cougars!  

TTMS FLAG FOOTBALL SEASON – 
COUGARS PLAYING HARD 
BY GUSTAVO M, MIGUEL P, CREIGHTON H, AND ZACH S 

   The flag football season was well underway during the month of 
February. In the first game of the season, the Cougars faced off against 
Academic Village on February 4th. The boys took home the win with a 
score of 19-8. The girls did not disappoint, seciring a win 7-0. 8th grader 
Campbell H. scored the final touchdown of the game.  
   In game two, the boys and girls fought hard against Walkter C. Young. 
Unfortunately, both teams were unable to bring home a “W” – although 
they fought their hardest. 
   The Cougars were hungry for a win as they played against Glades Middle 
on the 10th. The girls obliterated their opponents with a score of 33-0!  
   It’s always the game of the season when TTMS faces off against Falcon 
Cove – a true rival of the Cougars. Crushing Falcon Cove, the girls won 32-
0 and the boys won 13-0. 
   The girls made it to the playoffs, but unfortunately lost and did not move 
into the county championship. Player Campbell H. says, “I felt good about 
this season and could not have gotten this far without my team.” 

 

Recognizing Tequesta’s Dedicated Coaches 
BY CLASS CONTRIBUTION 

   Tequesta Trace Middle is lucky to have a 
large variety of sports for students to 
participate in. These student athletes would not 
be able to play if it were not for the amazing 
and dedicated coaches, many of which are 
TTMS teachers and staff members!  
   Let’s give a BIG SHOUTOUT to the 
coaches at Tequesta for all the hard work that 
they put in to make these teams the best that 
they can be! 
 

GO COUGARS! 
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TTMS BAND UPDATES – FEBRUARY 2020 
Troupe 88241 
Takes on Orlando! 
BY AVA K. AND SARA M. 

   The Tequesta Trace advanced drama class, 
better known as Troupe 88241, made their 
way to the Junior Thespian’s Festival state 
competition in Orlando during the 1st week 
of February. 
   These thespians were prepared to perform 
their insanely talented performances that 
won big at districts in December. District 
critic’s choice pieces, Ex Wives and 
Surgery, were perfected in the weeks 
leading up to their competition. They were 
ready to win! 
   Returning from states, Mrs. Euler said, 
“The kids got all superior, which is the best 
rating. It’s hard to get superior.” 
   One would think since these kids 
performed pieces that they have rehearsed 
for months that winning would be a piece of 
cake. Not true! The most challenging parts 
prepping for states was “keeping the pieces 
fresh.” Mrs. Euler made sure these kids were 
at their finest.  
  It’s not over yet! Troupe 88241 is busier 
than ever as they prepared for the end of the 
year school play – High School Musical! 
  

What It Takes To Be 
In Troupe 88241 

BY CHLOE B. AND SAMANTHA J. 

   An elective choice for 7th and 8th graders is 
the coveted Advanced Drama class with 
Mrs. Euler. So many kids want to be in the 
class, however, there is an audition process. 
Students must audition and be selected for a 
spot in the one advanced drama class – 
which makes up Troupe 88241. 
   Mrs. Euler looks for 50-55 students who 
show a “desire or passion for drama.” Being 
a part of the advanced drama class gives 
students an opportunity to express 
themselves and their talent. 
   The most nerve-wracking part of the 
audition process is “for sure the singing,” 
says a current member of Troupe 88241. 
You don’t need to sing like Ariana Grande 
to be selected, don’t worry! If your acting 
skills are on par, you are a likely candidate 
as well!  
   This year’s audition process was different, 
Mrs. Euler required students to record their 
audition and submit it for evaluation. One 
student who auditioned said, “it took so 
many tries to get the best take, but I wanted 
it to be perfect!”  
   Another student said that the most difficult 
part was “the anxiety of waiting for the 
results to come out.” 
   So, if you’re interested in theatre, be sure 
to audition next year! Hope to see you on 
the stage!   
 

BY NICO S. AND JUDAH M. 

    Band is a very popular elective at 
Tequesta Trace. The mission of the 
TTMS Band is to partner with parents, 
students, and the school to provide an 
atmosphere where students can be 
successful in learning and performing on 
musical instruments, both individually 
and in a large ensemble. The TTMS 
band was quite busy this month: 

 February 6th – The TTMS Jazz 
Catz performed at the Carolina 
Ale House for guests as they 
dined. A percentage of the profits 
went to support the TTMS band. 
Guests loved the smooth music! 

 February 27th - The TTMS band 
attended the MPA Symphonic 
Mini-Camp – a great opportunity 
for the members of the TTMS 
band. 

 February 29th – Melton Mustafa 
Miami Jazz Festival. TTMS band 
members were able to experience 
an amazing musical opportunity! 

COMING SOON: 
 March 13th – It’s the TTMS 

Talent Zone Show! Many TTMS 
band members will be 
showcasing their outstanding 
talents on the stage!  

 

 
TTMS Band members enjoying the Melton Mustafa Jazz 
Festival on February 29th  

 

 
TTMS Band – Dining for a Cause at the Carolina Ale 
House on February 6th  
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Celebrating A Day Full of Love and 
Kindness – Honoring MSD 

Library Lovers Month 
BY SOFIA F. AND OLIVER M. 

   As we all know, February is a month to 
celebrate love. A month dedicated to love 
doesn’t need to focus on just the love of 
people, but of books and where they call 
“home.” 
    February is also Library Lovers Month! A 
month that is all about celebrating pages of 
stories that have transported us to lands far and 
near. It’s also a month to appreciate the place 
that these books call home – the library! 
   In the heart of the TTMS campus lies a hub, a 
central location that we call the media center. 
Inside are tons and tons of books from every 
genre. Throughout the day, students come in 
and out of the library to borrow or return 
books. 
   What about the person who loves books so 
much she takes care of the media center all 
day? We love her, too! Mrs. Dillmeier is the 
Tequesta Trace media specialist and without 
her the library would not be what it is today! 
   Mrs. Dillmeier shares her love of reading 
with TTMS, adoring titles such as, “The 
Phantom Tollbooth, Cinder, and Harry Potter,” 
to name a few. Those books can be found in 
the school media center if you’re interested! 
   Mrs. Dillmeier loves when the “media center 
is being used by others and when it’s busy.” 
The library has been host to so many wonderful 
moments throughout the years. From the 
countless bookfairs, to in house field trips, a 
series of NSU librarian visits, large groups 
presentations, and more! 
   Without the library and Mrs. Dillmeier, the 
school would be lost because, “If you are 
going to get anywhere in life you have to read 
a lot of books.” - Roald Dahl 

Valentine’s Day – A 
History Lesson 

BY AUGUSTO A. AND MIGUEL M. 

   Valentine’s Day takes place on February 14th 
and is celebrated as a day to recognize love by 
using gifts and greetings. Where does this 
holiday come from? Why celebrate? 
   The ancient Romans are most likely 
resposible for the celebration of Valentine’s 
Day It’s said to have been originated in the 
year 496 B.C, getting it’s name from St. 
Valentine.  
   During that time in history, troops could not 
marry and St. Valentine thought that should not 
be the case, so he arranged marriages in secret. 
Once the word got out, he was sentenced to 
death on February 14th for his crimes. In honor 
of his fight for love, we celebrate his courage 
(Britannica).  
   Students all around campus love Valentine’s 
Day. Whether it be friends celebrating 
friendship, parents showing love for their 
children or “puppy love” – TTMS students 
love to spread the love! Students participated in 
a day of kindness and service, showing love in 
a way we sometimes forget. 
 

BY REBECCA Z. AND CHRIS L. 

   Valentine’s Day has always focused on 
couples – however, it’s truly about showing 
love to those who need it. There are so many 
ways to show someone you care! At TTMS, 
classes chose to celebrate the day in honor of 
MSD and have a day of service, kindness and 
love. Let’s see how some of the classes chose 
to show kindness and love around campus! 
   Mrs. Pagnant, Mr. Passman and students 
helped plant orchids around the courtyards to 
help beautify the campus. These Cougars 
showed kindness to the environment! 
   It’s also important to show love and 
kindness to animals. There are tons of dogs 
and cats alone in shelters, without a loving  
home. Mrs. Franco and Mrs. Giraldo showed 
students how to make “no sew” dog chew 
toys. 
   Mrs. McDonald’s students spread kindness 
by writing letters to U.S. soldiers to thank 
them for their service. Showing gratitude is 
one of the sweetest ways to express kindness 
and love. 
   In Mrs. J Wilson’s and Ms. Taylor’s 
classrooms, students were busy making 
friendship bracelets to give to a new friend.  
   Mrs. Himmel had students make Valentine’s 
Day cards for those who reside at the 
Westchester Assisted Living facility. 
   Showing kindness is simple and sometimes 
it can make all the difference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs. McDonald’s class writing letters to  
soldiers  
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FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL FRIENDSHIP MONTH! 
BY ISABELLA R. AND SARAY T. 

   February is home to all things love! We 
always associate February as a month that 
couples celebrate their love for one another. 
But what about friends? Friendships are 
bonds that can sometimes last a lifetime, and 
those are worth celebrating, too! 
   February is also Friendship Month! A time 
of month to recognize the amazing people in 
your life you get to call friends. This 
celebration began as a way to bring people 
together and form new friendships. The 
cougars on campus show great love to their 
friends all year round, but this month was 
especially “loving.” 
  

    Ways to celebrate friendship is to purely spend 
time with one another. Friends can hang out at 
the mall, the movies or have fun sleep overs on 
the weekend! You can do memorable things and 
create gifts they would appreciate. Most 
importantly, to be thankful and show gratitude 
towards those that are there for you! 
   Many cougars across the campus said that 
“they have known their best friend since early 
elementary school.” Others stated that they,  
“met their current best friend when they began 
school at Tequesta.” 
    Many girls like to celebrate “Galentine’s 
Day,”  a newer trend where girls focus on the 
solid friendships they have instead of on things 
like “boyfriends.”  
 
    

     Galentine’s Day is celebrated on Valentine’s day 
“eve,” February 13th. “Friendships can last forever. 
I’ve known my best friend since I was 7 and I cannot 
imagine life without her,” says an 8th grader. 
    Friendship month is super important to recognize, 
not just in February; but all year long. Thank a friend, 
be there for a friend, support a friend.  
    “Good friends help you to find important things 
when you have lost them…your smile, your hop, and 
your courage.” – Doe Zamatamta 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

TTMS Teachers Have Heart(s) 
 
BY CLASS CONTRIBUTION 

   Tequesta Trace’s teachers and staff truly have heart – they all adore 
their students deeply. Mrs. Dillmeier is always trying to bring the staff 
members together for some fun. In December, teachers and staff were 
given mystery candy canes with the descriptions of another on them. 
Staff members had to guess whose candy cane they had based on the 
description. 
   February was no different! Mrs. Libby’s art students created some 
beautiful hearts, crafted with love. The hearts were cut in half and each half 
was given to a teacher or staff member. They were tasked with finding their 
“heart-mate” – going all through the campus to find their missing piece.  
   This special experience really brought everyone on campus together. From 
teachers, to office staff, to administrators, to custodians, to cafeteria workers 
– everyone played along! Even students got involved, eager to find their 
teachers match. 
   Thank you to Mrs. Dillmeier for putting this fun way of celebrating 
together. We’re looking forward to the next event! 

 

February’s Teacher Feature – Recognizing Ms. Magee 

BY MARIA C. AND AIDAN A. 

    Ms. Magee is an adored science teacher 
at TTMS. She spends her day sharing her 
passion for science, especially her love of 
the ocean, with her students. Students really 
feel she has made an impact on them. 
Students across campus have chosen you 
to be this month’s teaacher feature 
because they believe you are a great 
teacher. How does that make you feel? 
“Because of that, I feel very special.” 
What made you want to become a 
teacher? 
“I enjoy seeing the kids have that ‘aha’ 
moment when they figure something out for 
the first time.” 
Why science? Why teach that subject? 
“I love science, to the point where I 
attended a science based university and 
then became a teacher to teach it to 
others.” 
What is your favorite type of science? 

“My favorite science is biology, more 
specifically marine biology.” 
When did you start teaching? 
“I have been teaching for four years.” 
Why Tequesta Trace Middle School? 
“I had heard very good things about 
Tequesta.” 
Would you ever teacher another subject? 
“No way.” 
Have you had other careers besides 
teaching? 
“Yes, I worked as a chemist.” 
What is your ultimate science goal for the 
world? 
“My ultimate goal is to have students start 
thinking about science.” 
 
Students love Ms. Magee. They enjoy the 
passion she has for what she does. When a 
teacher loves what he/she teaches, that love 
spreads to the students. Thank you, Ms. 
Magee, for all that you do! Keep it up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This month’s teacher feature – Ms. Magee 
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President’s Day – Great Men of the USA  
BY CLAUDIO V. AND BIANCA C. 

   “Four score and seven years ago.” Famous 
lines from President Lincoln’s speech, “The 
Gettysburge Address.” This speech was given 
during the time of the Civil War – a time where 
the country was divided. President Lincoln 
believed in equality and abolished slavery with 
the 13th Amendment – unifying the country  
back together as one.  
   Without Preseident Lincoln, who knows what 
would become of this great country. 
   President George Washington was the first 
ever United States president. He started as a 
brave American soldier, a general in the army. 

    
 
    Georige Washington was crucial in the fight to 
defeat the British – establishing American 
freedom as our own nation away from the crown. 
Many credit Washington so much that he was 
awarded the presidency. 
   President’s Day is celebrated on February 17th 
and is a day that we celebrate the great men who 
have made our country what it is today. We 
credit those heroes with providing our country 
with the tools needed to be the greatest place to 
be. We are forever thankful to those men. 

    
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 
BY ALY E. AND CARLOS R. 

   February is Black History Month – a month that celebrates and pays 
tribute to the countless African-Americans who struggled with adveristy 
to become citizens and advocate for making this country a better place.  
   One of the most memorable that we pay respect to during Black 
History month is Martin Luther King Jr. He famously delivered his “I 
Have A Dream” speech in the nation’s capital – focusing on equality for 
all. His ideology resonated with millions and sparked true change in the 
world we live in. 
   Students at TTMS said that “freedom means that are you able to do, 
feel, and believe what you choose.” In part because of Dr. King, we are 
able to be free and equal. 
   Many others we recognize this month include classical figures like 
Langston Hughes, Martin Luther King Jr, Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, 
and Maya Angelou. Also, we recognize modern African Americans such 
as Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant, and Oprah Winfrey to name a few. 
   The U.S. is a country built upon diversity – it’s important to recognize 
that diversity and the accomplishments of so many great people. 
 

 

Fighting for A Cure – World Cancer Day 
BY ISABELLA P. 

   “Don’t count the days, make the days count” 
– Muhammad Ali. 
   World Cancer Day is on February 4th and it’s 
a day to recognize survivors and loved ones 
who have passed, honor the fighters, spread 
awareness and raise funds for research. 
   Many varieties of cancer are treatable, 
especially in countries with modern medicine 
– like the U.S. Unfortunately, those “luxuries” 
are not available in all areas of the world. 
That’s why the recognition this day provides is 
so important.  
   “This day aims to save millions of 
preventable deaths each year by raising 
education about cancer” (WorldCancerDay).  
 

   
   World Cancer Day is coordinated by the 
International Union Against Cancer, an 
organization dedicated to increase cancer 
awareness and bring people together on World 
Cancer Day. 
   Each year, there is a new theme that 
represents the focus of World Cancer Day. 
This year, the theme is “I am, and I Will.” 
These themes “stand for the power of the 
action taken now that will impact the future.” 
   In addition, representative colors for World 
Cancer Day change each year. This year, the 
colors are blue and orange. 
   Spreading awareness is the most important 
part of finding a cure, an end, to this terrible 
disease. One that affects everyone – whether it 
be yourself or a loved one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

World Cancer Day is about spreading awareness 
to help end cancer worldwide. 
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CAMBRIDGE NIGHT – WELCOMING INCOMING 6TH 
GRADERS Dual Language – 

Frost Museum 
BY DYLAN G. AND ADRIANA M. 

   TTMs offers students an opportunity to 
earn a Dual Language education in 
English/Spanish. This successful program is 
based on the philosophy on the transfer of 
skills from one language to another. Every 
Dual Language student spends 50% of their 
day in English language instruction and the 
other 50% of their day in Spanish language 
instruction.  
   Mr. Fernandez, Ms. Lopez, Mrs. 
Rodriguez, and Mrs. V. Wilson are the 
amazing teachers who teach the Dual 
Language students in the program. 
   In February, the Dual Language students 
visited the Phillip and Patricia Frost 
Museum of Science in Miami for a field 
trip.  
   This incredible opportunity helped 
students be able to visualize what they had 
been focusing on in science classes. In 
science, students spent time learning about 
geology and students were able to 
experience geological elements at the 
museum. 
   Some other wonderful exhibitions were 
the 250-seat planetarium and the three-level 
aquarium. Also, students were able to 
experience an exhibit about the story of 
flight, the MeLab, a mirror maze, and the 
river of grass. 
   This trip helped students learn new things 
and have fun at the same time. Thank you to 
all the teachers who attended and made this 
trip possible. 

The Math Club 
Needs You! 
BY NICOLAS P. AND SANTIAGO S. 

   If you not already heard, TTMS has a 
great Math Club/Team on campus. The 
team is run by math teacher, Mrs. Cordoves 
and they meet every Tuesday in her room at 
8:20 a.m. Also, the team periodically 
competes in local competitions around 
Broward.  
   Any cougar is welcome to attend and join 
the Math Team if they want to have fun, 
compete, expand and practice their math 
knowledge.  
   On February 25th, Mrs. Cordoves and her 
math team had their first ever competition 
and overall, students did really well! 
   The next math competition will take place 
on April 18th. Interested? It’s still not too 
late to join! See Mrs. Cordoves in room 608 
for more details and information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BY DIEGO M. AND ADRIAN C. 

   On February 12th the parents of incoming 6th 
grade students interested in joining the 
Cambridge program at Tequesta for the 2020-
2021 school year gathered in the cafeteria.  
   Parents and students came to learn all about 
this wonderful and challenging academic 
program and to see if it’s the right fit.  
   After the informational presentation, the 
parents had a 30-minute question and answer 
session where they were given an opportunity 
to ask questions to administrators and three 8th 
grade Cambridge students. 
   Having been a 6th grade Cambridge teacher 
for many years, Ms. Shields is experienced and 
a student favorite. She is privileged to watch 
them change as they go through the program 
saying, students “start to become more of a 
family, compared to only being an individual 
when they first walked through my door.” 
   Cambridge is a great program that offers 
many challenges as well as opportunities to its 
members. 
   To be accepted into the Cambridge program 
you must meet the minimum requirements such 
as FSA ELA and Math scores, teacher 
recommendations, attendance records, 
disciplinary records, and grade reports.  
   8th grade guidance counselor, Mrs. Veronick, 
is the Cambridge Program Coordinator. Please 
contact the office if you have any questions 
regarding the Cambridge program. 
   Please make sure to give a big cougar 
welcome when you see these students walk the 
halls in the upcoming 2020-2021 school year! 
Go Cougars! 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some 8th graders attended the 2020 Youth 
Climate Summit with Ms. Lopez and Mrs. 
Rodriguez. 
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Many 8th Graders Getting Ready to Start 
Their Time @ Western HS  

A Look @ Cypress 
Bay HS 
BY NOAH B. AND JAVIER L. 

   Cypress Bay High School is the largest high 
school in Broward County and is the 2nd largest 
high school in the state of Florida. Also, the 
school is in the top 10% of all schools in 
Florida for test scores (2016-2017). Currently, 
there are 4,701 students at Cypress Bay HS. It 
seems to operate similarly to a college campus! 
   Majority of the TTMS students seem to 
matriculate into “The Bay” when they are 
ready to enter high school.  
   Cypress Bay is an A+ rated school and has 
over a 97% graduation rate! It seems that 
Lightning DOES strike more than once! 
   The Bay is home to well over 50 clubs. Some 
of the clubs include the Astronomy Club, Girls 
Who Code Club, Photo Club, and the Yoga 
Club – just to name a few. 
   There are also a large variety of sports that 
are offered at Cypress, such as: cheerleading, 
cross country, football, golf, diving/swimming, 
volleyball, basketball, soccer, wrestling, 
baseball, flag football, lacrosse, softball, tennis, 
track/field, and water polo.  
   You can take a wide range of classes based 
on rigor from regular classes to AICE classes – 
it’s also possible for students to graduate 
Cypress with an AICE diploma! 
   If you have any questions about Cypress Bay 
HS, please contact 8th grade guidance 
counselor, Mrs. Veronick. 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 

I Scream, You Scream– 
We All Scream for Ice 
Cream! 

BY MARIANA M. 

   February is home to many serious 
celebrations like President’s Day, Black 
History Month, Valentine’s Day and World 
Cancer Day. However, there are a few silly 
things worth celebrating – like National 
Homemade Soup Day, National Serpent Day, 
and even a National Day for tater tots! But the 
day that “takes the cake” – or maybe even ice 
cream – is National Ice Cream for Breakfast 
Day on the first Saturday in February!  
   Other countries that observe this wacky day 
are Canada, New Zealand, England, South 
Africa and Israel.  
   A TTMS student said, “I’ve got to say, this is 
an interesting day!” Cougars had a lot to say, 
especially when it came to their favorite flavor! 
 
 
 
 

BY PIPER V. AND GIANNA Q. 

   As the 8th graders at Tequesta Trace Middle 
School begin the end of their time roaming the 
halls of the Cougar campus, some of them will 
make their way to Western High School. 
   Western HS is a great school and has been 
an A+ school since 2009. Also, Western HS 
has been recognized for their four STEM 
programs – Solar Energy, Rocketry, Robotics, 
and Biotechnology. 
   Western is home to over 50 clubs; every 
student is bound to find something that 
interests them! From the American Red Cross 
Club, Culinary Club, the Modul UN Club, and 
the Debate/Forensics Club – Western has it 
all! 
   Western also offers its Wildcats an 
opportunity to earn an AICE diploma – 
students take college level courses during high 
school. 
   Future Western freshman, Blake W. said, 
“In high school, I want to earn good grades 
and even get a college scholarship.” 
   Western HS has a variety of sports for the 
athletes on campus, such as: baseball, 
basketball, cheerleading, football, golf, 
lacrosse, softball, swimming/diving, and 
volleyball.  
   Planning on attending Western High 
School? Have questions? Contact 8th grade 
guidance counselor, Mrs. Veronick located in 
the guidance office at TTMS. 
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The Great Debate – Should School Start Earlier or Later?  

BY EMMALEE G. AND BRYSON H. 

   What time should school start? Some say early and 
some say late. Elementary schools start at 8 a.m., 
middle schools start around 9 a.m., and high schools 
start around 7:30 a.m. What’s the best time to start   
the school day? 
   When you start your day earlier, it also then ends 
earlier – allowing more time for after school activities. 
   However, when you start school later, it allows 
students more time to sleep in. 
   So what’s the verdict? How do the cougars feel? 
Let’s take a look and find out if the cougars would 
rather start school at the current start time, 9 a.m.,      
or if they would rather is start earlier. 
 

          YES! 
    Some TTMS students would rather school 
earlier, that way they can get out earlier. 
Many students at Tequesta participate in a lot 
of after school activities. Getting out earlier 
would give students more time to do the 
things they enjoy. 
   “If we got out earlier, I would have more 
time to play baseball and then I would get 
home and still have plenty of time to do 
homework and study,” says a 7th grade 
student.  
   “Even though I would have to wake up 
earlier, I would prefer to get out of school 
earlier. I like to relax after school before 
jumping right into homework,” says another 
student. 
 

           NO!  
    Most of the students on campus shared that 
they would rather school start at the time it 
starts currently – at 9 a.m.  
   Starting later, students are able to sleep in and 
recharge their energy for the next school day. 
Students get to wake up feeling refreshed and 
ready to begin their day instead of feeling over 
tired. 
   “I’m not a morning person. I’d rather school 
start later than earlier because I feel like that 
little bit of extra time I get in the morning really 
helps,” says 8th grader Isabella R.  
   Overall, the cougars say that they would 
rather wake up later for school than earlier. I 
guess sleep prevails!  

Book Review – Turtle in 
Paradise BY KAT D. AND WILLIAM W. 

 
    Read any good books lately? Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer Holm is a 
great 4th – 8th grade level book that we recommend to TTMS students with 
a sense of adventure.  
   This award-winning novel is about an eleven-year-old girl named Turtle 
who lives with her mother and cat, Smokey. In the book, she is sent to 
Key West to stay with her aunt, Minnie, and cousins during the Great 
Depression in the early 1930’s.  
   Turtle’s mom had to send her to stay with her aunt because working as a 
housekeeper, she was unable to have Turtle and Smokey with her.  
   Turtle and her cousins become very close and go on fantastic adventures 
together that will blow you away. Check out their adventures – read this 
book as soon as you can get your hands on it! 
   We give Turtle in Paradise a rating of 4.5/5! Head over to the media 
center at TTMS to see if this awesome book is in stock!  

Testing Is Coming Soon! Testing Tips and Tricks! 

BY CLASS CONTRIBUTION 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 Always arrive early – the last thing 

you want to do is stress about 
being late or missing the test! 

 Eat a balanced breakfast – make 
sure to energize your body with 
healthy fuel to get you through the 
test. 

 Bring a sweater – you never want 
to feel uncomfortable while 
testing. 

 Read the questions and answer 
options CAREFULLY – sometimes 
missing a key word or phrase can 
make all the difference. 

 Check your work before submitting 
– always go back through your 
answers and check your work. 

   
 Get a good night’s sleep – don’t stay 

up late, being tired on exam day is not 
the way to do things. Your body needs 
to recharge and rest! 

 Answer every question – don’t leave 
anything blank, flag questions you are 
unsure about and go back to them later. 

 Take notes – use the scrap paper you’re 
given to jot down things while you test. 

 Watch your time – don’t focus too 
much on time but know that you are 
being timed and pace yourself 
accordingly. 

 Breathe – make sure to breathe and 
relax as best as you can. This test does 
not define you! 

 Be confident – you have learned all you 
should through the school year. You 
got this! Go in with a positive outlook! 
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TEQUEST TRACE MIDDLE SCHOOL – JANUARY 2020 EVENTS 

Take a look @ what’s happening next month in February! 
BY WHOLE CLASS CONTRIBUTION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                              


